BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
man's reserve was a sufficient reason for his going on thus:
Tox never talks in private company; not from any deter-
mination not to talk, but because he has not the first motion.
A man who is used to the applause of the House of Com-
mons, has no wish for that of a private company. A man
accustomed to throw for a thousand pounds, if set down to
throw for sixpence, would not be at the pains to count his
dice. Burke's talk is the ebullition of his mind; he does not
talk from a desire of distinction, but because his mind is
full/
After musing for some time, he said, el wonder how I
should have any enemies; for I do harm to nobody.9 BOS-
WELL. 'In the first place, Sir, you will be pleased to recollect,
that you set out with attacking the Scotch; so you got a whole
nation for your enemies.' JOHNSON. 'Why, I own, that by
my definition of oats I meant to vex them.' Bo SWELL. Tray,
Sir, can you trace the cause of your antipathy to the Scotch?'
JOHNSON. 1 cannot, Sir.' BOSWELL. 'Old Mr Sheridan
says, it was because they sold Charles the First.' JOHNSON.
'Then, Sir, old Mr Sheridan has found out a very good
reason,'
Next day, Saturday, March 22, I found him still at Mrs
Thrale's, but he told me that he was to go to his own house in
the afternoon. He was better, but I perceived he was but an
unruly patient, for Sir Lucas Pepys, who visited him, while I
was with him said, 'If you were tractable, Sir, I should
prescribe for you.'
I had paid a visit to General Oglethorpe in the morning,
and was told by him that Dr Johnson saw company on Satur-
day evenings, and he would meet me at Johnson's, that night.
When I mentioned this to Johnson, not doubting that it
would please him, as he had a great value for Oglethorpe,
the fretfulness of his disease unexpectedly shewed itself; his
anger suddenly kindled, and he said, with vehemence, 'Did
not you tell him not to come? Am I to be hunted in this
manner?' I satisfied him that I could not divine that the
visit would not be convenient, and that I certainly could not
take it upon me of my own accord to forbid the General.
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